






was better described as a big band) played a s olo, but while 

performing "Shake, Rattle, and Roll:' Lillian put down 

her trombone and spontaneously began singing in an 

unbridled style that was a dramatic contrast to her prim and 

proper appearance. 

The crowd went wild. Talent scout Jack Petrill heard the 

uproar from his office above the ballroom and, thinking a fight 

had broken out, ran down the stairs in time to hear Lillian 

thrilling the audience . After the performance, Pe trill met with 

Lillian and promptly signed her to a seven-year contract. 

She left Joy Cayler's orchestra, changed her name from Biggs 

to Briggs, and adopted her signature platinum blonde hair 

and sequined dresses. Within a year, she was introduced to 

Alan Freed who promoted her concerts and appearances. 

Lillian signed a contract with Epic Records, and she appeared 
on Tonight Starring Steve Allen where she sang and played 

trombone_ It was the first of her over 100 television 

appearances. Lillian's single, John Hendrick's "I Want You To 
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Be My Baby,' rocketed to number 20 on Billboards Popularity 
Charts (September 17, 1955). It sold over a million copies 

and, by the age of 23, Lillian was a millionaire. 
Lillian's trombone was always at her side and reviews of 

her performances spoke of her playing in lavish terms. After 
playing at Alan Freed's First Anniversary Rock 'n' Roll Party 

at Brooklyn's Paramount Theater (September 1955), Cashbox 
gushed that Lillian, "belted out her big hit and had the house 

in an uproar when she let loose with a wild trombone solo. She 
stopped the show and had to come back for repeat choruses:• 

In 1956, while touring Australia with at King Cole, 
Lillian was dubbed "The Queen of Rock 'n' Roll" (Sydney 

Morning Herald, February 8, 1956), a name that stuck with 
her throughout her career. Her good friend, Lucille Ball, 

dubbed her "Tiger 'Lil;' and Lillian gave concerts from coast 
to coast and around the world in venues both big and small. 

Yet Lillian never forgot her humble roots, and she took time 
to sing and play trombone at state fairs and local variety 
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